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of the haram whose nation will build the Temple (haykal) of Jerusalem, and he is the seal of the prophets and his name is Ahmad'.'7 In the name of Ka'b al-Ahbar, the Jewish convert, a kind of 'new covenant' with the nation of Muhammad is spoken of: 'This House (bayt al-maqdis) complained before God, may He be exalted, about the destruction, and God revealed Himself: I manifest to you a new Torah, which means, the Qur'an, and new inhabitants, which means the nation of Muhammad, peace be upon him. They will hover towards you like the hovering of the eagle, and they will long for you as the dove longs for its eggs and they will enter you prostrating and bowing. . ..'8 As noted Jews could also identify ancient sacred sites (or sites perceived as such) and identify their apocalyptic importance. 'This is a day in which God will order Israfll who will stand on the Rock of Jerusalem and say to him: Blow the trumpet ... and he will lengthen it and spread it [the trumpet] ... he will call and the call will be heard to a distance of one thousand years and that is his saying: 'from a near place'; and concerning what you asked which is the thing Israfil will call with ... he will call while the trumpet is in his mouth and the width of the circle of his mouth is like the width of heaven and earth and it is made of light, and then he will call: 0 you, the rotten bones and the skins torn to pieces, and the cut hair! Arise to your Lord...'.3 Another Qur'anic verse which speaks of the infidels, who 'shall come forth from the tombs hastily, as if they were hurrying unto a waymark' (Su. al-Ma'drt , 43), is also connected to the Rock. According to a certain interpretation they will hurry to the Rock of Jerusalem.34 According to another tradition, 'hell will be opened from this valley, namely the valley of gahannam [hell] and paradise will be opened from the mosque, namely the mosque ofJerusalem'.35 c2. As mentioned before, hell is stated to be located beside paradise in Jerusalem. Here it seems that Muslim commentaries on the Qur'an and the hadAt were influenced by Jewish and Christian conceptions (the proximity to the resurrection and place of the judgement, after which the wicked will go to hell and the righteous will inherit paradise). There are many traditions that speak ofJerusalem and the Rock Some of these traditions speak of precious stones in Jerusalem of the Future53 and a partial connection at least seems to exist with Revelation in the New Testament. One of these traditions expresses the idea that the hour of resurrection will not come until seven walls of precious stones, gold, silver, clouds, and light are set around Jerusalem.54 According to another tradition 'Allah, may He be exalted, will send four winds from the sea in the direction of Jerusalem; they will uncover every stone and building and they will purify them from all the damages of men. Then he will build around it seven walls: a wall of light, upon which are the angels of holiness, and a wall of clouds and a wall of topaz and a wall of sapphire and a wall of pearls and a wall of silver and a wall of gold. It will be like a lamp. And the religion at that time will be the religion of truth, and truth will appear and Jesus son of Mary and the believers in him from this nation [the Muslims] will be the ones who will manifest the true religion, and he will be then in Jerusalem. The 'bride motif', which appears in Revelation ('I saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready like a bride adorned for her husband'),62 appears differently in the Muslim traditions. According to one of them, which carries an obvious Jewish character (such as in the phrase 'I shall not forget you until I forget my right hand'; cf. Psalms 137:5), Allah says to the Rock: '. . . Days and nights will not pass unless each mosque in which the name of Allah was mentioned, will gather to you. They will surround you the same way the riders surround the bride when she is carried to the house of her family ....63 This image is reserved to the Ka'ba, which on the day of resuerrection will be conducted to Jerusalem like a bride conducted to her husband, and it will intercede for the people who went on a pilgrimage to it.64 One tradition relates that the Ka'ba will visit Jerusalem on the day of judgement, and then both of them will be conducted to heaven with their inhabitants.65 This is not the descent of a heavenly Jerusalem to earth, but the ascension of the Ka'ba and Jerusalem to heaven.
The bride motif was applied to other towns also,66 especially those in constant conflict with external enemies (ribatdt; tugur). This is particularly evident in the traditions regarding the last day: 'Alexandria and Ascalon are two brides, and Alexandria is of a higher rank. When the day of judgement comes, it will be conducted as a bride to Jerusalem, along with its inhabitants'.67 
